
State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
 
 

Disposition of Complaint 12-029 
 
 
Complainant:  David Osterfeld 
 
Judge:  Michael Lester 
 
 

ORDER 

 The complainant alleged Judge Lester acted improperly in handling a criminal 
case. After reviewing the judge’s response, the commission finds that the judge violated 
the Code of Judicial Conduct in this case. 

 Rule 1.2 of the Code requires judges to “act at all times in a manner that 
promotes public confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the 
judiciary.” Rule 2.2 similarly requires judges to perform all judicial duties fairly and 
impartially. Finally, Rule 2.3 prohibits a judge from exhibiting bias or prejudice.  

 In this case, Judge Lester made an improper statement while accepting a plea 
suggesting that he endorsed the criminal conduct for which the defendant was pleading 
guilty. The judge’s statement undermines the rule of law and also gave the appearance 
that the judge lacked impartiality.  

 Accordingly, the judge is hereby reprimanded for his conduct pursuant to Rule 
17(a), and the record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, 
and this order, shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a). 

 Dated: June 1, 2012, 
 
       FOR THE COMMISSION 
 
       
       
       Louis Frank Dominguez 
       Commission Chair 
Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judge 
on June 1, 2012.  
 
 

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 


























