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State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 

Disposition of Complaint 13-178 

Judge: Steven Conn   

Complainant:  Amy Dudek   

ORDER 

 The complainant alleged that a superior court judge made inappropriate 
comments and was biased.  

Rule 1.2 of the Code of Judicial Conduct requires judges at all times to act in 
a way that promotes confidence in the judiciary and to avoid both impropriety and 
the appearance of impropriety. Rule 2.8 requires judges to “be patient, dignified, 
and courteous” toward court participants including victims.  

In the underlying case, Judge Conn presided over the sentencing in which the 
complainant was the victim. She appeared in the courtroom for the sentencing, and 
Judge Conn failed to verify whether the victim was present before pronouncing his 
sentence. The complainant submitted a letter to the judge opposing a sentence 
involving incarceration. During the sentencing, the judge referred to the victim as 
an “idiot” and negatively characterized her motivations.  

The commission finds that the judge’s comments and characterizations were 
improper and violated Rules 1.2 and 2.8 of the Code. While the judge’s concerns 
about the defendant’s conduct were entirely appropriate, his comments about and 
characterizations of the victim were not. 

Accordingly, Superior Court Judge Steven Conn is hereby publicly 
reprimanded for his conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 
17(a). The record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, and 
this order shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a).  

Dated: December 11, 2013. 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

 / s / Louis Frank Dominguez 
Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 
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Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judge 
on December 11, 2013. 



  
   

     

  

   

   

          

                   

                   

                   

                  

            

             

   
 

  

 

  

              
   

      
         

    


















